us to get the outline of the story described in it.(2) But it seems doubtful whether the narration Narseh told can be accepted as a historical fact.
The aim of this paper is to make an analysis of the narrative structure and to show that it has the nature common to other Iranian epical literatures. In this study, I adopted the theoretical hypothesis which I presented in my paper "On the narrative structure of Bisotun inscription (in Japanese Narseh, a brother of his grandfather.
As it was general in ancient Iran that the eldest son succeeded to the throne, Wahram III was the legitimate successor to his father, whereas Narseh was unusual as the successor. It was because of this abnormality that he wanted to justify his legitimacy by means of the Paikuli inscription.
Thus it may be inferred that this abnormality of the succession to the throne was in the background of the purpose which both of the inscriptions had in common. For the inscription of such a nature to achieve its own purpose, it is necessary that the whole of his insistence accords with the traditional ideology of kingship old Iranian people take for granted. In other words, Narseh has to prove that his behaviours are in agreement with those of the past kings of Iran. These motifs can be identified in it.
(1) People's decision to back up Faridun and to rebel against Zahhak.
(2) The assembling of the people at Faridun, and request to him for the rebellion. Request to him for the rebellion, and his acceptance. Grandees and Nobles and to give their possessions (/estates) to the Garmaeans (?).
In the passages, the scheme of impartial Narseh versus ambitious Wahnam is outstanding. That is, A righteous king has to display that he never has any ambition for the ascension to the throne. The more deviated a king's enthronement is from the norm of the usual succession of the throne, the more necessary it is. It will be reasonable to think that Narseh needed this episode to justify his own behaviour.
<Positive Situation II> This motif corresponds to the conclusion of
The conclusion of this paper is that the inscription of Paikuli is constructed within the structural frame that traditional stories of acquisition
